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11 The /ee/ sound  
spelt ei and ie

The /ee/ sound can be spelt in many ways, including ei and ie. 

Think of the saying i before e, except after c. 

If the /ee/ sound comes immediately after c, use ei, as in deceive, 
conceive and ceiling.

If it doesn’t, use ie, as in believe and achieve.

There are some exceptions to this rule, like protein, caffeine and 
seize, which have to be learnt.

58

perceived

received

achieve

ceiling

believe

deceive

conceive

seized

Focus words

Long ago, in a magical land, a young boy named Thelon searched 
for someone to call a friend. One evening, while watching the night 
sky, he perceived a rush in the darkness. Looking around curiously, he 
noticed that he had received a visitor.
“I am the mystical genie of companionship,” said a voice in 
the void. “I have come to help you achieve your quest 
for friendship.”
Thelon looked up to the ceiling and saw the 
outline of a figure. He could not believe the image 
in front of him.
“Do my eyes deceive me?” he asked in wonder.
“If you can conceive it, it is true,” answered the genie. 
Stepping closer to the stranger, Thelon seized his hand.
“Bring me a friend, please,” he begged.
“But I am here,” was the reply that reverberated around 
the hall. 
And they became friends for life.
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Learn
1 	 Write each word in the correct column.

seize    perceived    received    ceiling    believe

deceive     conceive    achieve    caffeine

/ee/ sound spelt ie /ee/ sound spelt ei 
after c

/ee/ sound spelt ei 
(exception)

2 	 Circle the correct spelling of each word.

a.	 believe / beleive
b.	 caffeine / caffiene
c.	 cieling / ceiling
d.	 receive / recieve
e.	 percieve / perceive

3 	 Match each word to its meaning. Use a dictionary to help you.

a.	 seize	 to become aware of
b.	 conceive	� to take hold of in a quick, forceful way
c.	 perceive	 to form an idea of
d.	 deceive	 to mislead

The /ee/ sound is 
usually spelt ei after c.

Start with the meanings 
you already know.
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1 	 Fill in the gaps with ei or ie and then write each word in a sentence

bel____ve    prot____n    c____ling    dec____ve    rec____ve

a.	

	

b.	

	

c.	

	

d.	

	

e.	

	

2 	 Write three words that do not follow the rule.

          

3 	 Use a thesaurus to find a synonym for each of the following words.

a.	 conceive	

b.	 seize	

c.	 receive	

d.	 perceive 

Can you spot 
the exception  
to the rule?

Apply

A synonym is a word that 
has the same meaning as 
another word.
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Write your own myth using at least five words  
from this unit. You could write:

•• a myth about a strange island

•• a myth about a visit from a mysterious creature

•• a myth about a magic box.

Consolidate
Myths are fantasy 
stories, so use your 
imagination!
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1 

2	 a.	believe	 b.	caffeine	 c.	 ceiling
	 d.	receive	 e.	perceive
3	 a.	seize – to take hold of in a quick, 

forceful way
	 b.	conceive – to form an idea
	 c.	 perceive – to become aware of
	 d.	deceive – to mislead

Page 60

1	 For example: 
a.	Can you believe the weather today?
b.	Olivia ate the fish because it contained 

lots of protein.
c.	 The ceiling needs painting.
d.	Don’t deceive your mother!
e.	I prefer to give rather than to 

receive presents.
2	 For example: caffeine; protein; seize; 

heinous; weird
3	 a.	conceive – imagine	 b.  seize – take
	 c.	 receive – get	 d.	 perceive – see

Page 61

Use this checklist to mark your answer.

My myth …

	 … is set in a fantasy world

	 … includes interesting characters

	 … �uses at least five words from this 
unit, spelt correctly.

If your word isn’t in this list, look 
it up in a dictionary to check 
your spelling.

Your synonyms might be slightly 
different. Look your synonyms 
up in a dictionary to check 
the meaning.

Use a thesaurus to make your 
descriptions more interesting.

/ee/ sound 
spelt ie

/ee/ sound 
spelt ei 
after c

/ee/ sound 
spelt ei 

(exception)
believe received seize
achieve perceived caffeine

deceive
conceive
ceiling

Practise saying these words aloud. 
Can you hear the /ee/ sound?

Answers11
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