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and interesting, relevant historical stories to explore  
history from engaging and diverse angles. 
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1.2 Migration and early settlement

The Mormon migration, 1846–47 
The experiences of the Mormons were different from 
the Donner Party, even though they also split away from 
the main Oregon Trail. 

Other Christians did not like the Mormons because of 
their beliefs (for example, Mormons believed men could 
have several wives). 

In 1845, the Mormons were ordered to leave Illinois after 
their leader, Joseph Smith, was murdered. Their new 
leader, Brigham Young, believed God had called on the 
Mormons to migrate to Salt Lake Valley, south of the 
Oregon Trail, and build a town there. Salt Lake Valley 
was outside US territory at that time and the Mormons 
hoped they could escape persecution there.

Planning the Mormon migration
Brigham Young’s leadership was very important in 
the success of the migration. He led the first group to 
prepare the trail to Salt Lake Valley. He also planned 
carefully for how the second, much larger wagon train, 
should make the trip. 

Mormons
Members of a religious organisation called the  
Church of the Latter Day Saints that began in  
1830 in the USA.

Key term

Figure 1.13 The Mormon Trail.

The Mormons left Illinois in February 1846. They slowly 
travelled to Omaha, where a branch of the Oregon Trail 
began. It took until June for all the Mormons to get there.

Brigham Young decided June was too late to begin their 
journey. They stayed at Omaha until the next spring. 
They suffered through a very cold winter.

Young’s small group reached Salt Lake Valley in July 
1847. A much bigger group of 1,500 Mormons had set off 
from Omaha by then. Thanks to the first group, they had 
a clear route to follow.

The second big group of Mormons reached Salt Lake 
Valley in August 1847.

In April 1847, a small group of 150 
Mormons set off for Salt Lake Valley. 
Brigham Young led this group. They 
took plenty of food and supplies, and 
a boat to help them cross rivers.

The small group followed the 
same route as the Donner Party. 
As they went, they marked the 
trail and the best places to cross 
rivers and find water. They even 
planted vegetables at places 
along the route for future settlers! 

Between 1847 and 1869, 
70,000  Mormons followed the  
Mormon Trail to Salt Lake Valley.

Summarise the stories (narratives) of the Donner 
Party migration and the Mormon migration. You could 
do this as a short presentation or a series of revision 
notes. Make sure you split the story into the events at 
the beginning, the middle and the end and that you 
can explain the consequences of the key decisions 
made by each of the migrating groups.

Activity
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1.2 Migration and early settlement

Meeting the challenges of Salt Lake Valley

A painting by William Henry Jackson showing Mormon 
settlers heading to Utah and Salt Lake Valley in the 1850s.

Source C

Figure 1.14 How Young planned the Mormon migration.

The Mormons travelled in groups. Each 
group had a leader. If the group got 
separated from the rest, everyone 
would still know what to do.

Young talked to explorers and trail 
guides to find out as much information 
as he could about Salt Lake Valley. 
That helped the Mormons prepare for 
living there.

Young gave everyone a role. Each group 
had the right skills to survive. 
Discipline was strict. There were no 
arguments.

Young planned resting places along the 
route so that livestock did not get 
exhausted.

Young taught the migrants to put their 
wagons in a circle (corral) at night, with 
livestock in the middle to keep them 
safe and stop them wandering off.

How did Brigham
Young plan the

Mormon 
migration?

Young made sure he knew how many 
families and wagons were making the 
journey. That helped him plan how 
much food they needed.

A description of Salt Lake Valley, written by one of the first 
settlers.

A broad and barren [lifeless] plain hemmed 
in by mountains, blistering in the burning 
rays of the midsummer sun. No waving fields, 
no swaying forests, no green meadows. But 
on all sides a seemingly endless waste of 
sagebrush – the paradise of the lizard, the 
cricket [grasshopper] and the rattlesnake.

Source D

Prophet
A person believed to be sent by God.

Irrigation
Supplying water to land to grow crops.

Key terms

The Great Salt Lake and the land surrounding it was a 
harsh, dry landscape. There was not enough timber to 
build houses, and the land was too dry to plough. 

However, Indigenous peoples like the Ute, Shoshone and 
Paiute had been living and farming there for 12,000 years. 
The Shoshone taught the Mormons how to find fresh 
water and about the irrigation techniques they used. 
This allowed them to grow crops. Unfortunately, their 
relationship ended in violence. 

With this help, the Mormons built a successful settlement. 

 • The Mormons believed Young was God’s prophet and 
they obeyed him completely. Young was very strict, 
decided all land would be owned by the Church and 
everyone must work together under his command.

 • The Church planned settlements, each designed 
to produce certain key products (such as crops or 
timber). Great Salt Lake City was the main settlement.

By 1869, 70,000 Mormons had made the journey and 
were spreading out along the valley.
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Question 4 asks you to ‘explain why’ something happened or changed. It is worth 12 marks and you should 
spend no more than 15 minutes answering it. 

Read the exam-style question below.  

Question 4 
How does Question 4 work?

Explain why there were changes in the way criminals were punished in the years c1700–c1900. 

You may use the following in your answer:

 • humanitarianism

 • challenges to transportation

You must also use information of your own. [12 marks] 

This question is asking you to explain the reasons (causes or factors) why something changed during a 
particular period of time. You will need to identify and explain the causes or factors. 

To help you, you are given two stimulus points you could use in your answer. You do not have to use these, 
but you must use at least one cause or factor from your own knowledge to access the higher marks. 

This question is similar to Question 
2 on your British depth study exam 
paper and Question 2 on your 
modern depth study exam paper.

How is Question 4 marked?

Question 4 tests two things:

1.  Your knowledge and understanding of historical features and 
characteristics.

2.  Your ability to explain and analyse events and developments using 
historical concepts.

The mark scheme for this question is divided into levels. Level 1 is the lowest 
and Level 4 is the highest. Within each level there is a range of 3 marks.

Typically:

This means how well you know 
the topic you are being asked 
about.

This question targets causation 
and change, which means 
how well you can explain 
the reasons why something 
changed. (See page 137 for 
more about historical concepts.)

Lower mark answers: Higher mark answers:

• show limited knowledge and understanding of 
the topic

• give only limited information or information that 
isn’t accurate and/or relevant to the question 

• lack proper explanation, not focusing on why 
something changed

• lack a clear structure, or don’t use paragraphs to 
organise the answer

• don’t use the student’s own knowledge.

• show wide-ranging knowledge and 
understanding of the topic 

• include accurate and relevant information, 
precisely selected to address the question 
directly

• give an analytical explanation which reflects the 
historical concept targeted by the question

• demonstrate a clear and logical line of reasoning 
throughout

• use the student’s own knowledge.
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How do I answer Question 4?

Identify the date range given in the question and keep this in mind as you 
plan and write your answer. It is important that your answer focuses only 
on this time period.

Step 1: Identify three causes or factors
You must write about three causes or factors in your answer.

First, decide what the question is asking you about. What is the topic and 
what specific knowledge could you use to answer it?

Here are three possible causes or factors you could write about in 
response to the example question on page 134: 

 • Based on stimulus 1: growing concern that convicts should be treated 
with dignity and respect.

 • Based on stimulus 2: doubts about effectiveness of transportation.

 • Additional cause/factor from own knowledge: growing support for rehabilitation of criminals.

Step 2: Select supporting detail
After identifying your causes/factors, you will need plenty of supporting evidence or information for each 
cause or factor. Here are some examples for the factors we identified: 

 • Growing concern criminals should be treated with dignity: Humanitarians, such as John Howard and 
Elizabeth Fry, campaign to improve living conditions in prisons and to end public executions, helping to 
change public attitudes.

 • Doubts about effectiveness of transportation: Over the nineteenth century, Australia became less 
of a deterrent for criminals, as it offered new opportunities. Australian settlers pushed back against 
transportation, fearing a rise in crime.

 • Growing support for rehabilitation: Decline in Bloody Code and rising use of prisons, meant a 
greater focus on reform and rehabilitation – though this later moved towards harsher systems, like the 
silent system.

Step 3: Write a clear and well-organised 
answer
Structure your answer into three clear paragraphs – one paragraph for 
each cause or factor in your plan. Remember:

 • Link each paragraph clearly back to the question

 • Explain how or why each cause or factor is relevant to the question

 • Use plenty of causation language.

Re-read the example question from page 134:

Explain why there were changes in the way criminals were punished in the 
years c1700–c1900.  [12 marks]

Remember: You must use your 
own knowledge in your answer to 
Question 4. This means using a 
cause or factor that has not been 
given to you in the stimulus points. 
Without this, you cannot achieve 
Level 4 or full marks at Level 3.

Exam tip

Good answers will use plenty of 
causation language – words 
that help explain change 
and its impact. For example, 
you might say something 
‘developed’ or happened ‘as 
a result of’ something else. 
Other good examples include: 
‘changed’, ‘improved’, ‘therefore’, 
‘consequently’, ‘this led to’ and ‘this 
meant that’.

Exam tip

Remember: You don’t have to 
use the stimulus points in the 
question. If you can’t think of any 
evidence for one of them, try to 
identify another cause or factor of 
your own. 

Exam tip
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HISTORICAL
V O I C E S

From this period, Grosz’s paintings became sharp, 
with bold lines, lots of detail and caricature-
like figures. They focused on themes of despair 
and corruption, attacking the upper classes, 
businessmen, the Church and the military, and 
showing the struggles of ordinary people in 
poverty. His anti-war and anti-nationalist views 
were clear, with his paintings full of images of 
wounded soldiers, corrupt officers and weak 
politicians. Grosz painted Weimar Germany as 
immoral and broken. His most famous works 
include Pillars of Society (1926) and Grey Day (1921).

When the Nazis came to power, Grosz’s work 
was labelled ‘degenerate’ (immoral). In 1933, he 
emigrated to the USA and worked as a teacher. His 
work became less political and focused more on 
landscapes. He died in 1959 during a visit to Berlin. 

George Grosz remains one of the most important 
artists of the Weimar period. His focus on the 
greed and violence of society in the post-war 
period illustrates the conditions that set the scene 
for the rise of fascism. His art continues to remind 
modern audiences of the need to challenge the 
ideas of those in power. 

George Grosz

George Grosz was 
an artist, most 
famous for the 
political paintings 
and drawings 
he produced 
during the First 
World War and 
the 1920s. During 
this time, he 
became a leading 
member of the 
New Objectivity 
movement in 
Weimar Germany. 
He was also 
inspired by 
Expressionism.

Grosz volunteered for the army in 1914. He 
suffered a mental breakdown in 1917 and was 
discharged as ‘unfit for service’. This experience 
made him deeply opposed to war. He saw war as 
a pointless slaughter forced on ordinary Germans 
by the corrupt ruling class. To show his opposition 
to the militarism of Kaiser Wilhelm’s Germany, 
he even changed his name from Georg Ehrenfried 
Groß to the more English-sounding George Grosz. 
During the early Weimar years, he joined radical 
movements, including the Spartacists and the 
Communist Party (which he left in 1923).

George Grosz’s Grey Day (1921), 
showing a wounded veteran 
behind a Weimar businessman.

Marie Juchacz’s official 
SPD portrait from 1923.

Marie Juchacz

Marie Juchacz made 
history in 1919 when 
she became the first 
woman to make a speech 
in the Reichstag. Her 
speech came days after 
the formation of the 
National Assembly of 
the Weimar government. 
The government was 

beginning to create a constitution for a new 
democratic Germany after the Kaiser’s abdication 
in 1918. This was a time of great excitement for 
those, like Juchaz, who had fought for decades 
for social reform and the rights of women and 
workers. 

Juchacz was born in a working-class family in 1879 
in a city that is today a part of Poland. She trained 
as a sewist and worked in factories and as a nurse. 

Militarism 

A political outlook which believes in using strong 
military forces to gain advantages.

Key term
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HISTORICAL
V O I C E S

1 Why would Grosz’s work have been labelled as ‘degenerate’ by the Nazis? Research some of his 
paintings and list as many reasons as you can.

2 How happy would Marie Juchacz have been with the progress made by the Weimar government 
in the field of women’s rights by 1930? Discuss as a class. Remember to support your points with 
evidence.

3 Why do you think the Nazis were keen to work with Dietrich even though she represented values 
that were so different to their own?

Activities

Marlene Dietrich

A publicity still from Morocco 
(1930), one of Dietrich’s first 
Hollywood hits.

Marlene Dietrich 
rose to fame as an 
actor in Weimar 
Germany’s world-
leading cinema 
industry. She 
became one of the 
most famous actors 
of the 20th century. 
She was born in 
Berlin in 1901 and 
acted in silent 
movies through 
the 1920s. Her 

big break came in The Blue Angel (1930), in which 
she played a beautiful cabaret singer, Lola-Lola. 
With her husky voice, masculine clothing and 
relationships with both men and women, Dietrich 
became an icon of feminism and the LGBTQ 

community, and a symbol of the Weimar cultural 
scene that celebrated experimental rebellion 
against traditional values. 

When the Nazis came to power in 1933, Dietrich 
rejected their values and challenged the 
restrictions on freedom that came with it. The 
Nazi government offered her roles in their films, 
but Dietrich refused and left Germany for the 
USA. She became an American citizen in 1939. 
During the Second World War, Dietrich supported 
the Allied war effort against the Nazis and toured 
the war zones with the US Army, performing for 
troops and making anti-Nazi radio broadcasts. 

After the war, some Germans saw her as a traitor 
to her country, but many came to see her as the 
symbol of the creative, defiant and bold values 
of Germany before the Nazis. She died in Paris in 
1992, aged 90.

Like many political opponents of the Nazis, 
Juchacz fled Germany when they came to power in 
1933. She lived in exile in France and later in the 
USA. After the Second World War, she returned to 
Germany and continued supporting social causes 
until her death in 1956.

Cabaret 

A type of live entertainment, often making fun of 
political events.

Key term

She was attracted to the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) because it was one of the few parties that 
supported women’s rights and social reform. 

Juchacz became actively involved in women’s 
organisations in the SPD. During the First 
World War, she organised support for working-
class women, widows and children affected by 
the deaths and injuries of their husbands and 
fathers. In 1919, she founded the Workers’ Welfare 
Association (Arbeiterwohlfahrt or AWO), which 
helped the poor, children and the elderly with 
practical social support. It still exists today. 
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