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Pearson has partnered with 
Parallel Histories to create 
exciting new resources for young 
people to learn about the history 
of the Middle East, covering the 
Pearson Edexcel Conflict in the 
Middle East, c1945–95 GCSE (9–1) 
History topic.

Using Parallel Histories’ 
innovative dual narrative 
approach, the new resources 
support teachers in confidently 
delivering this fascinating topic.

Read on to find out more 
details about the new 
resources and partnership



What support will there be?
How can you teach history when there is no shared consensus about 
what happened, why it happened or how events should be explained or 
interpreted? This is particularly problematic when a conflict is ongoing 
and still being experienced. 

Rather than teaching a single view which tries to accommodate 
elements of both communities’ views, a dual narrative approach 
presents students with two different historical 
perspectives. By engaging with both narratives, they 
learn how and why histories are constructed. The 
narratives are supported by a carefully selected 
group of sources that students can explore and 
interrogate to help them assess and argue about 
the two narratives.

The resources are being developed with input from 
a group of Pioneer schools to ensure they are easy 
for teachers to use in the classroom and suitable 
for a wide range of students.

“Don’t shy away from competing 
narratives – seek them out, lay 
them side by side and challenge 
your students to immerse 
themselves in both and form 
their own judgement.” 
- Parallel Histories 

I think the Parallel Histories approach, encouraging investigation through 
inclusion of sources, makes so much sense both because it will enhance 
understanding of how the narratives have been formed and is fair to both 
perspectives.
A lot of information is imparted through the videos, but succinctly and 
precisely, and the video-PowerPoint combo means it’s very clear...  Students 
will find these accessible and authoritative. Teachers will love the fact that the 
PowerPoints are ready-made and that some monitoring of progress through 
automated marking is built in.
 - Hugh, Lancaster (Pioneer School)
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Prime minister Golda Meir and 
defence minister Moshe meeting with 
troops  on November 21, 1973 on the 
Golan Heights, which were seized in 
1967 and defended in 1973.

Ron Frenkel/GPO

Source 1

Israeli soldiers pray at the Wailing Wall, 1967

Source 2

Israel’s security improved because it now had more 
defendable borders and trading routes, it had secured 
access to Judaism’s holiest site and imposed its will on 
hostile neighbouring Arab states.

Key Topic 2.2

Israeli Security, Palestinian refugees

Key Topic 2.2
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Syria, 1967. A camp administered by 
the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for 
homeless Palestinian Arab refugees 
near Damascus.

Hulton/Getty Images

Source 3

AIDA REFUGEE CAMP, BETHLEHEM, 
WEST BANK, PALESTINE - 2017/11/30: 
Key of Return: When many 
Palestinians had to flee their homes 
in 1948 and 1967, many of them took 
their house keys, thinking it would 
not be long until they returned. The 
big key on top of the entrance at Aida 
represents their hope of returning 
home.

Photo by Julia Schönstädt/SOPA Images/
LightRocket via Getty Images

Source 4

Many Palestinians had fled in front of invading armies to 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon where they had to live in 
refugee camps in poor conditions.

Israeli Security, Palestinian refugees

Key Topic 2.2

What is the dual narrative approach?
We’re supporting the Conflict in the Middle East topic with dynamic new digital resources written 
by Parallel Histories and delivered through Pearson’s ActiveLearn platform. 

Resources are organised into an ebook which can be accessed by both teachers and students – 
from here, all teaching and learning resources can be launched. 
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Sources supporting each narrative are arranged side-by-side

The two different narratives are delivered through over 
60 short videos, which explain events from an Israeli and 

Palestinian perspective separately.  

A carefully curated 
selection of 10–12 
sources per unit related 
to both narratives, which 
help students engage with 
the challenging issues in 
this topic.

Editable PowerPoint 
lesson presentations 
containing learning 
objectives, enquiry 
questions, activities and 
exam support.

An auto-marked 
knowledge quiz at the 
end of each unit to check 
understanding and aid 
revision.

A glossary to help 
students learn all 
the key vocabulary 
and names.



Unit 3 example

All the units contain exam advice to help students understand how to apply the dual narrative 
content to the Period Study exam questions, with practice questions and example answers. 

In addition, Unit 12 contains dedicated exam advice for tackling each question, including advice 
on how to integrate the dual narrative approach to meet the requirements of the Edexcel exam.
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Six Day War ends, with Israel 
claiming the Gaza Strip, West Bank, 
Golan Heights and Sinai Peninsula 

to the Suez Canal.

Members of the Black September 
Organisation shoot dead and take 

hostage Israeli athletes at the 
Munich Olympics

Golda Meir becomes Prime 
Minister of Israel

Menachem Begin founds the 
Likud party

Nasser has a heart attack and dies

The Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) is formed

‘Black September’ sees Jordanian 
troops kill nearly 2,000 Palestinian 
fighters. The Black September 
Organisation then forms.

King Hussein is back in control of 
Jordan; he has expelled the PLO

Yasser Arafat becomes leader of 
the PLO

The PFLP hijacks four airplanes

1967

1968

10 June

March

August

July

February

6-13 September

September

28 September

5 September

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

Key Topic 2.2

Timeline of Events

Key Topic 2.2

Dual narrative timelines show 
the important events from 
each perspective separately, 
but alongside each other.

Ready-made lesson 
presentations 
containing lots of 
useful activities and 
links to the videos 
save on lesson 
preparation time.

5

Useful 
worksheets 
help deliver 
the activities. 



What is coming, and when?
The course is designed to be deliverable within one 12-week term, where schools have 2 hours of 
lessons per week. Schools that have more teaching time available can use a wider selection of the 
activities, spend more time exploring the sources, or engage in wider reading. 

The course will have 12 Units, each comprising of 2 lessons

Unit Lesson Available

1 Introduction to the dual narrative approach and pre-1900 background September 2022

2 Background: 1900–1945 September 2022

3 The British withdrawal and the creation of Israel September 2022

4 Aftermath of the 1948–49 war January 2023

5 Increased tension, 1955-63 January 2023

6 The Six Day War, 1967 January 2023

7 Aftermath of the 1967 War September 2022

8 Israel and Egypt, 1967–73 January 2023

9 Diplomatic negotiations January 2023

10 The Palestinian issue January 2023

11 Attempts at a solution January 2023

12 Overview and exam practice  January 2023
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Next Steps

When will the resources be available? 
Early units will be published at the start of September 2022.
The remaining content will be added in January 2023.
Prices start from £38.89
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50% DISCOUNT 
available on 

subscriptions 
purchased  

before Easter 
2023!

Be the first to sample these new resources,  
simply visit our webpage: 

pearsonschools.co.uk/parallelhistories 

*Pearson’s paid-for resources, as well as other endorsed resources, are not a prerequisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel specifications

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9–1) History

Look out for FREE support  
for the Pearson Edexcel  
GCSE (9–1) qualification too!

Supporting great  
history teachingNEW
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https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/history-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-history-91?utm_source=subjectguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSEHI0222CME#parallel-histories-partnership 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
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