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Medieval England

Medieval England in the 9th century was one of the wealthiest countries in northern Europe.
It was an inviting prospect for raiders, invaders and settlers.

The nature of medieval England and English society in the 9th century

England had rich mineral deposits
of lead and iron, copper, tin and

silver. These were used to construct
buildings and to make tools, weapons,
jewellery and other objects.

Fertile land, especially in the east and—
south, meant crops grew well. Sheep
produced high-quality wool essential

for cloth-making. There were plentiful
supplies of salt to preserve meat for

the winter; and the rivers and seas

were full of fish.

Christianity

In the early medieval period, England gradually
adopted Christianity. By 1066, it was a
Christian country. Monasteries that were
branches of European monastic orders were
built. Scholars and clergy moved freely
between England and Europe as England
became part of Christendom.

The Church and Christendom

Christianity was brought to England by the»
Romans. When the Roman army left Britain in
410, Christianity was still simply one religion
among many. Then change came.

563: Irish Christian missionaries founded an
abbey on the island of lona, in SCot\and,'
597: The pope sent Augusting, a Christian
missionary, from Rome to England. This
increased the spread of Christianity.

635: Christian missionaries from lona founded
an abbey at Lindisfarne, on Holy lsland, off the
coast of Northumbria.

The Anglo-Saxon kingdoms |
of 9th-century England

Trade routes inland and with Europe
/ were well established. Anglo-Saxon

merchants traded in large quantities

of various goods. For example, they

exported cheese, wool, cloth and

minerals, and imported glass, wine, silks

and spices.

NORTH

nnnnnnn

——Most people lived in villages, but
fortified towns (called burhs or burgs)
grew in number and developed as
trading centres, especially those that
were on the coast or navigable rivers.

ENGLISH
CHANNEL

Many monasteries and abbeys were
extremely wealthy, owning hundreds of
gold and silver objects, precious jewels
and beautifully illustrated manuscripts.

Government

* Anglo-Saxon people were originally divided
into many small kingdoms. Gradually, after
much fighting, larger kingdoms emerged.

* The most important kingdoms in the 9th
century were Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex,
Kent and East Anglia.

* Kings had the ultimate authority in their
own kingdoms. They were usually advised
by groups of the most powerful men in their
kingdom. These could be a mixture of land-
owning nobles and churchmen.

* Money to run the kingdoms was raised by
taxation based on land ownership.

* Law and order were maintained by local
communities who were responsible for
preventing crime and catching criminals.

* The lack of a central government meant that
it was difficult to organise a defence against
invaders.

Athelstan was the first king of all England.
He reigned from 925 to 939

Key term

gChristendom: All the countries where Christianity was the main religion.

Give three reasons why England was attractive to people wanting to invade and settle in the 9th century.
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Migration and settlement

Vikings, Normans, Jews and other Europeans migrated to medieval England for many different
reasons. However, all migrants were attracted by England’s wealth and resources.

Vikings Normans

The Normans, from Normandy in northern
France, invaded England in 1066. Led by
Duke William they wanted to conquer and rule
England their way because:

From c789 to c865 Vikings raided England and
Scotland, attacking villages and towns and
monasteries and abbeys that were close to the
coast. They did this because they wanted the

treasure held in monasteries and abbeys; the goods * They believed William had been promised
stored in merchants’ warehouses; the ransoms they the English throne by both Edward the
could demand to return captured people. Confessor and Harold Godwinson. However,
{} on Edward’s death, Harold became king.
In 865 the Viking Great Army landed in East Anglia. * They received the support of the pope,
The Vikings now wanted to settle in England because who backed the invasion because of what he
they knew the fertile soils would provide the land believed were broken promises.
they needed. * England’s wealth, fertile soil and trading links
{7 made it an attractive place to settle.
In 866 Vikings captured York and used it as a base for In 1066, at the Battle of Hastings, William and
defeating Northumbria, East Anglia and Mercia. his Norman army defeated Harold Godwinson’s
I Saxon army. William was crowned king of

England on Christmas Day 1066.

Norman nobles and merchants then migrated to
England to gain land and to take advantage of
the trade routes developed by the Saxons and

In 878 Alfred of Wessex (the one remaining Saxon
kingdom) and Guthrum, leader of the Vikings, agreed
the Treaty of Wedmore. This established that the
Viking migrants now controlled a large part of

England and ran it using their own laws. the Vikings.

This was called the Danelaw. .

Jews Skilled workers from Europe

William I’s plans for England involved spending a Workers migrated to England because:
great deal of money, mainly on building castles

and cathedrals. Christians did not generally The Hundred Years’ War disrupted work and trade,
lend money because, under Church rules, they especially in France. However, England was a stable
were not allowed to change interest. William country where workers with skills could do well.

turned to Jewish people in Normandy from

whom he had previously borrowed money. Jews The Black Death killed 30% to 40% of England’s

were allowed to charge population in the years 1348-51. As a result, there

interest on loans. Charging interest was was plenty of both skilled and unskilled work available in
« England as well as the chance to set up new businesses.

A group of Jewish called usury and was

merchants decided to ~ '€garded as a sin by
lend William the money the Catholic Church.
he wanted. In 1070,

Henry Il wanted to replace Jewish moneylenders with
Christians because anti-Semitic attitudes were becoming
common. So he invited powerful Italian banking families

invited by William, they arrived to England. In the 1220s the Bardi and Ricciardi families
in London, and were given ‘special status’ moved to London to work as bankers under royal
as ‘the property of the king’. Their families protection.

soon followed and established a small
community in the city.

List four reasons for medieval migration. Then note down to which group(s) each reason applies — Vikings,
Normans, Jews, European workers and/or Italian bankers.
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Migrants: Experience

The experience of migrants in England c800-c1500 depended very much on the skills they
brought, what their ambitions were and how they were seen by the existing population.

The experience of the Vikings The experience of the Normans

Most Vikings led settled lives in the Danelaw. After 1066 the Normans had to establish their
They set up their own shops, markets and control over England.

workshops, built their own houses and enjoyed * Most Normans reqularly experienced hostility
their own forms of entertainment. Some grew and resentment from the Saxons. This was due
rich because of the trading links developed partly to the cruelty with which the Norman
with Europe. army crushed rebellions in the West Country,
Relations between the Vikings and the Saxons East Anglia and the north of England. Another
were generally good. However, for settled reason was that the Saxons were forced to
Vikings (known as Danes) living near the build castles for the Normans, sometimes having
boundary of the Danelaw, fighting the Saxons to destroy large areas of towns.

was an everyday experience. * The feudal system ensured that the Normans,
Relations became worse after the Danelaw as barons, bishops and knights, held

was brought under Saxon control in 937. The positions of authority over the Saxons.
Danes began raiding again and Viking settlers * Land in England was now totally owned by
were sometimes attacked by Saxons. the king. He kept some for himself, gave
Eventually, in 1016, Cnut became the first some to the Church, and then shared most
Danish king of England. Relations improved, of the rest with Norman nobles who were

at least partly because Cnut set up new loyal to him. They knew the value of the
earldoms, giving a few Saxon nobles very land they were taking over because of the
large areas of land. Domesday Book. They also knew what crops

would grow and which animals would do well.

Made sure Increasingly .
they were Were well- experienced Mlgr ants from Europe
kept safe by respected in anti-Semitism - s . .
lending money local communities as people began Flemish wefaw’:r's had specialised skills that English
to monarchs who  for many years to resent paying weavers didn’t have. They were welcomed because they
protected them because of the interest on loans. taught their skills to the English weavers and helped the
in return, allowing financial support  Interest rates cloth trade to flourish and employment to increase.
them to shelter they gave to were high to
in castles during  small businesses. cover the taxes Hansa merchants from Germany were given the right
dangerous times. Jews had to pay. to trade in England by Edward |. They set up the
\ Steelyard in London, from which they directed and
- . controlled trade with the Hanseatic League and other
IeWISh mlgrants parts of Europe. By the mid-1400s, German merchants
\ controlled most of the English cloth industry.
The 1275 Statute of Jewry made Jews In 1290 Lombardy bankers — from 1220 there were powerful
wear a yellow armband. It also meant Jews were Italian banking families working in London. They did well,
:Jews were forbidden from charging expelled especially after the expulsion of Jewish people in 1290
:::i;‘:f: j;;::::t:'e'l\sa;;’:rews E;Ed?;frljnld and even after Edward Il stopped repaying their loans.
Key term In difficult times, the English people turned
Anti-Semitism is the term to describe on migrants. For example, during the Peasants
prejudice and discrimination against Revolt in 1381, about 150 migrants were
Jewish people. murdered and the Hansa Steelyard was burned

down. Craft guilds reqularly complained that

‘foreigners’ were taking work from them. ;

List four problems faced by migrants as they tried to settle in England. Name the migrant group each time.
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Migrants: Impact

Migrants had a huge impact on English society c800-c1500, especially on government, the
Church, trade, the built environment and the economy.

Government
Migrants changed and developed the way England was governed:
* Vikings in the Danelaw introduced Things, where members voted

on laws. Things were also law courts and members agreed on a The impact of the Normans on the Church
punishment for those they found guilty. * The Normans built thousands of churches,

* Normans developed the Saxon system of government into an
established parliament with lords and commons.
When migrants ruled, they introduced new laws that had an impact

cathedrals and monasteries. The
construction of many religious buildings was

on everyone. For example:

* Forest Laws created royal forests where the king controlled who

financed by loans from Jewish migrants.
¢ Since the Church was so important in
daily life, the clergy had more power and

could hunt. influence.
* The Normans also introduced the ‘murdrum’ which was a fine paid ¢ The number of monks and nuns increased
by Saxons if a Norman was murdered and the culprit wasn’t found. 400% between 1066 and 1500.
There were also new laws that were specific to migrants. For * Church organisation became more hierarchical,
example: with parish priests at the bottom and

* 1370: Letters of denization gave individual migrants the same

* 1440: Parliament levied a tax on ‘aliens’, defined legally as first- .

rights as English people.

generation migrants.

archbishops at the top. This drew the English
Church more firmly into Christendom.

Saxon bishops and archbishops were
removed and replaced by Normans.

|

The impact of migrants in
medieval England

T
/

The built environment

Viking raids led the Saxons to develop burhs
(burgs) — fortified towns.

Normans built castles and cathedrals from
stone and replaced wooden churches with
stone ones.

Towns, mainly in East Anglia, grew and
developed because the Flemish weavers
settled there.

Ports grew, especially London and Kings Lynn,

building wharves and warehouses because of
the Hansa merchants (traders from Germany).

Trade

Culture

* New words crept into the language, e.g. “skill” and ‘husband’
(Norse), ‘comfort’ and ‘leisure’ (French), and ‘kosher’ and
‘synagogue’ (Jewish). Gradually, Norman French and Saxon English
came together as Middle English, although French was the official
language until 1362.

¢ The feudal system changed land ownership and obligations and
duties between people in different levels of society. Under the
Saxons, the king was one of a small number of landowners but
after the Norman invasion the king owned all land in England. He
granted it to those who were loyal to him.

Weavers: Skilled weavers wove
high-quality, fine woollen cloth that

it was in high demand. England’s
economy changed from being based
on raw materials (wool) to one based

on manufactured goods (cloth).

Merchants: Merchants
traded goods in Europe,
merchants exported to Europe, where $ particularly with Hansa

merchants. They grew rich and
invested their money in banks
and began to turn England
into a key trading centre.

Bankers: Lombardy bankers in turn
loaned money to finance trade and
j|> to help pay for buildings such as
castles, warehouses and banks.
They also lent money to monarchs
for military campaigns. They began

to turn London into a financial hub.

See page 5 for information on how
the Vikings helped trade develop.

Describe one similarity and one difference in how the Vikings and Normans made an impact on England.
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York under the Vikings

% In 866 the Vikings captured the city of York. They turned it into a great multicultural
s and prosperous city — thousands of merchants and skilled migrants worked there,
creating trading links with Europe, Russia and North Africa.

« The Vikings named
Reasons why the Vikings made a settlement at York the city Jorvik.
€@ It was the centre of Anglo-Saxon government in the north
and had the only mint in northern England.
@ It was surrounded by fertile land.
0 It had good trade routes inland and overseas.
@) Viking raiders often targeted York because of its wealth.
5]

The Vikings conquered Northumbria, capturing York first in
866 and finally in 867.

Hundreds of houses and
workshops were built, as well
as warehouses and wharves
along the river Ouse.

York grew under the Vikings.
The Anglo-Saxon population was
about 1,000. Between 867 and
950, 10,000-15,000 people
migrated to York.

York became a multicultural city. As well as
Scandinavia, migrants came from Germany,
the Netherlands, Ireland and Scotland.
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings migrated from
other parts of England.

York: The impact
of the Vikings

Skilled migrants worked on many/
different trades. There were,

for example, clothworkers and
woodturners, jewellery-makers

and metalworkers, potters,
blacksmiths and glassmakers.

Trade flourished. Merchants used the old Roman
roads for moving goods inland. The River Ouse
was the route to the North Sea and trade

with European ports and cities.

The Vikings and the Church

Relations with the Anglo-Saxons

Inside York, Saxons and Vikings generally lived
peacefully. It was different for their rulers,
however, and fighting was common.

* The Vikings kept the stone Saxon church
in York, later called York Minster; other
churches were built in Viking settlements
outside York.

* In 939 Archbishop Wulfstan negotiated
a border between the Vikings and Anglo-

For information

Saxons.

* Many coins minted in York had a
Christian symbol on one side, linking
trade with Christianity.

Many Viking kings converted to Christianity
and King Guthrum was buried in York minster.

N

For more on King Guthrum,
see page 2.

The migrants influence on York remained
long after Viking rule ended.

on Athelstan,

867 Saxons tried to push see page 1.

Vikings out of York and
failed.

927 Athelstan
v~ conqguered large parts of
¢ the Viking kingdom of

939 Vikings recaptured
York, which they held
until 954 when the O ~~~~~
Saxons took over again.

1016-35 King Cnut
+ ruled the whole of
* _England

O

Think about the link between trade and
the skilled migrants settling in York.

Explain three of the links between the five ‘legs’ of the concept map ‘York: The impact of the Vikings’.
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Early modern England

The period c1500-c1700 was one of tremendous change in England and English society. These
changes — to social structures, the economy and trade, and religion — affected nearly everyone.

Changes in government Changes in religion

Parliament met more reqularly in the 1500s and At the start of the 1500s, England was a
began to want a greater say in government. This Catholic country. Then everything changed.
led to clashes with the monarch as Parliament

tried to limit the powers of the Crown. Henry VIII (1509-47) remained a Catholic, but in 1534

he became head of the Church in England (whereas

previously the pope had been the head). This brought
huge changes to society — monasteries and nunneries
o were abolished; monks and nuns had to look for other
1642-51 Civil war

work; and the poor had nowhere to go for help.

[ ]
. between Charles | and
[ ]

Parliament — Parliament {}

won.
1649 Execution of O ..... x Edward VI (1547-53) changed England into a

Charles . 1649-60 England was a Protestant country.
................. ....O reputh, for mOSt Ofthe

¢ time led by Oliver
1660 Parliament invited  * Cromwell.
Charles I's son to reign P
as Charles Il, but limited o

his powers. 1685 James Il became {}

"""" i king; his Catholicism
1688 Parliament asked . 9 Elizabeth | (1558-1603) changed England into a fully

Protestant William of = (7 ereereereeeeeeeeeeeereeesesseeeseseessssnes Protestant country where the pope had no power.

Orange to invade 1689 William and Mary
England; he became signed the Bill of Rights
William Il and ruled which increased the

jointly with his wife power of parliament; Key term

Mary, the Protestant :
dauéhter of James IL. this meant those who Protestants: Christians who disagreed

............ Oelected IS natel g with the teachings of the Catholic

O I L2 e Church and set up their own Church(es).
* government - a huge _J

' change to the social

Mary 1 (1553-58) turned England back into a
Catholic country.

Privateers were sailors licensed by
a government to attack enemy ships
and take the goods they carried.

Factors bringing about change

Religion Economic growth Government

England became a Global trading companies developed Parliament passed laws that
Protestant country, routes to Africa, Europe and India. encouraged migrants to settle
free from the power Privateering increased. Merchants traded | in England. New laws supported
of the pope. European in a wide range of goods, and the cloth the growth of trade and set uvp
Protestants, especially trade dominated England’s prosperity. trading companies. Jews, who
Huguenots, saw England The transatlantic slave trade began, had been expelled in 1290,

as a place of safety. They taking people from Africa and selling them | were allowed to return by Oliver
brought wealth and new into slavery in the Caribbean (also known | Cromwell and the Protectorate.
ideas to England. as the West Indies) and America.

See page 3 for the expulsion of
See page 7 for more on Huguenots. Jews from England.

Give two ways in which England became more attractive to migrants during these years.
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Migration and settlement

Some of the reasons for migration in this period were the same as in earlier periods. Others were
different. As before, many came to England to trade and prosper while others saw England as a
refuge from persecution. However, not all migrants travelled willingly.

Migrants to Protestant England

Huguenot migrants

* They were Protestants who left
France in two main periods (1550—
72 and 1670-1710) because they
were persecuted by the Catholic
authorities. Edward VI allowed a
French Protestant Church to be
founded in London in 1550. Charles Il
offered them denizen status in 1681,
which allowed migrants to live in
England with certain rights.

* Many were skilled craftworkers.
They wanted to set up businesses
and trade, and many settled in areas
where relatives had already become
successful.

The Foreign
Protestants
Nationality Act
(1709) allowed
European .
Protestants full
civil rights in
Britain provided

Indian migrants

continued working for them.

\ Migrants arrived
in England from
many countries.

* Increased trade took English people to India where .
Indian men worked in clerical jobs and Indian women
worked as servants to English families.

Some Indians, especially ayahs (nannies) returned

to England with the families they worked for and .

* Some Indians worked on the ships sailing between
England and India, and many settled in English

Palatine migrants

¢ They were mostly Protestant farmers who left
Germany in 1709 because of bad harvests, famine,
poverty, and war. They wanted a better life.

* Many were on their way to America, encouraged
by the British-owned Carolina Company and
funded by the British government.

* They were very poor and had few skills apart from
farming and labouring.

Note that you could
also use the Palatine
refugees as an
example in a question
about the period
c1700-1900.

African migrants

Africans had lived in England

since Roman times, but

hundreds migrated to England

during this period.

Many were forced out of Spain

in 1568 because they were

part of a rebellion against the

Spanish government.

Others had been enslaved but

escaped and fled to England.

* Some who had been enslaved
were brought into England by
their owners.

they swore ports, looking for a better way of life. °
loyalty to the
Crown. Sailors from India and south-east Asia
were known as lascars.
Jews ‘Gypsies’

* Some Jews remained in England even after
they were expelled in 1290. Outwardly,
they converted to Christianity but privately
followed their faith.

* By the 1650s, Jews
were facing increasing
anti-Semitism and
persecution in Europe.

For more on the
expulsion of Jews in
1290, see page 3.

* The English economy was weak. Allowing
Jews to return would encourage successful
Jewish merchants to migrate. Their expertise
could strengthen the economy.

* |In 1656, Cromwell allowed Jews to return.

Romani (also known as ‘Gypsies’) were
nomadic people who travelled throughout
England and Europe.

English governments regarded them as
vagrants and beggars and passed laws to
make them stay in one place.

Most Romani ignored the laws because their
lifestyle made it hard for them to comply.
Hundreds were hanged as a punishment.
In the 1650s the government began
transporting Romani people into slavery in
North America and the Caribbean.

Write a paragraph describing the changes in reasons for migration in early modern England compared

with medieval England.
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Migrants: Experience

Migrants had mixed experiences in England in the period c1500-c1700. If their skills were seen
as useful to the country’s economy, they were welcomed and often prospered. However, anti-
Semitism grew again, and some of the existing population resented all migrants, partly because
they believed the migrants were taking jobs that belonged to them.

Huguenots
Most had a range of skills and so found work easily * Most had very few skills; a few found labouring work.

See pages 7 and 11 for more

and prospered.

Some worked with friends or relatives who were

already established in England.
Many set up their own businesses.

Some were desperately poor, and some took to

Palatines

* Most relied on charities to live as they had no
friends or relatives in England.

* The government was no longer willing to fund
emigration to America.

* The government deported thousands to Ireland

petty crime — as did thousands of English people. to work on the land — but this only worked

Occasionally there were riots (for example 1517

where landowners, for example in Wexford, were

May Day riots in London) by people who resented supportive.

foreigners’ privileges.

on Huguenots.

* About two-thirds of those deported drifted
back to England. Many sailed to America
but few survived.

/ Note that you could
also use the Palatine
Mixed migrant experiences, refugees as an example
/ cl1500-c1700 ina quegt]on about the
Jews \ period ¢1700-c1900.
* The first Jews to return to England

after their expulsion in 1290 settled in
London. Here, the authorities gave them
permission to open a synagogue.

They worked mainly as bankers, doctors,
scholars and jewellers.

Poorer Jews began to migrate from
Eastern Europe and usually settled in their
arrival ports, working as dockers, traders
and pawnbrokers.

Gradually, Jews settled in most towns
and cities in England.

Poor and destitute Jews were looked
after by their own communities.

Anti- ogs Africans
i-Semitism * Some black Africans who had been
* Jews were forbidden to serve in the army, enslaved overseas were brought back

work as lawyers or attend universities,

* Jews were described as thieves and

scoundrels in popular songs and
pamphlets,

* Shylock is a character in the play
The Merchant of Venice, written in

this period. Shylock is Jewish and is
portrayed by Shakespeare as a mean

and greedy moneylender,

Indians

* Ayahs’ experiences depended very much on their
employers. Ayahs lived with the English families who
they had worked for in India. When the children grew
up, ayahs were either passed on to other wealthy
English families to look after
their children, or they were
abandoned.

* lascars settled in the ports of
London, Liverpool, Glasgow and
Cardiff. They worked on the
docks, in warehouses and pubs.
For many this meant a life of
hard labour.

to England as servants.

¢ Africans often worked as servants to
the wealthy. It was fashionable for
rich English people to have a black
servant, especially a child.

* Africans were also employed in a
variety of skilled jobs, for example,
as interpreters, and were paid the
same wages as others. They were

/AUSY

respected and equal members of John Blanke, I

society. Some black African migrants African migrant

became quite wealthy. and trumpeter
for Henry VIII.

Who settled more successfully — Huguenots or Palatines? Give two reasons why this was.
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England

Migrants: Impact

Migrants had a tremendous impact on England in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Cloth trade: Boosted
by skilled Huguenot
silk weavers. Between
1650 and 1700 cloth
exports were 20 times

empire. \

Maritime trade: Jewish traders
working in England’s ports helped
the growth of Britain’s maritime

Finance: Jewish financiers invested
in businesses, enabling economic
growth and helping turn London into
a major financial centre. The first
governor of the Bank of England
(founded 1694) was a Huguenot,

greater than between
1600 and 1650.

Manufacturing industries: —|

Impact on trade,
industry and finance

as were 7 of the 25 directors.
They created a ‘National Debt’
that meant governments could

Huguenots invested in the
Sheffield steel industry and started
the English paper industry.

Huguenots attending Huguenot churches
Were seen to be respectable because of the
similarities with English Protestantism. This
helped religious toleration.

Agriculture: the Dutch

In 1630 Charles | asked Cornelius
Vermuyden to drain the Fens,
in the east of England.

A4

Dutch engineers and labourers worked for
20 years digging ditches, straightening
rivers, and building pumps and windmills.

A4

By 1642 about 40,000 acres had
been turned into fertile farmland.

A4

New jobs in agriculture were created

and landowners became rich.

Draining the Fens meant that some people
would lose their jobs cutting rushes, and
trapping waterbirds and eels, This meant that
some people who lived in the Fens were angry.
They were called the Fen Tigers and they
attacked and destroyed dams and pumps.

Cornelius Vermuyden
was a Dutch engineer
employed to drain the
Fens. He became an
English citizen in 1633.

Culture

borrow large amounts of money
for various enterprises.

Fashion industry: Silks and new fabrics,
such as velvet and taffeta, were in demand
by rich women and dress designers.

Hans Holbein’s portrait
of Nicholas Kratzer, a

German migrant. He was
Henry VIII’s astronomer.

Fashion: Silk and other
new fabrics were used
to design and make
fashionable clothes for
rich people.

Art: Artists such as Holbein,
van Dyck and Lely came

from Germany and the
Netherlands to paint

royalty and other rich people.
Their paintings were admired and gradually
merchants and bankers wanted their
portraits painted as well.

Writing: Folydore Vergil was born in Italy
and migrated to England, spending most
of his life in London. He was one of the
first people to write a book about English
history.

The printing press

The invention of the printing press took
control of knowledge away from the Church
and enabled new ideas to spread. By 1535,
about two-thirds of those working in the
book trade in England were European.

Choose two ways in which Huguenots made an impact on England. For each way, say why it was important.
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Sandwich and Canterbury

% Flemish and Walloon migrants were Protestants who, in the 16th century, fled Catholic
s persecution in what is now Belgium and the Netherlands. Although these migrants had
similar skills, their experiences were very different as they contributed to the local economy in Kent.

Flemish weavers in Sandwich

1561 Officials in the town of Sandwich, worried about the town’s declining prosperity, got permission from
Elizabeth I’s Council to invite Flemish weavers to Sandwich. They were to work only in the weaving
or fishing industries.

~~

1561 Flemish weavers began to arrive in Sandwich. They wove high-quality woollen broadcloth that sold well in the
twice-weekly town markets. They were given St Peter’s church so they could worship in their own way.

7

1569 English people in Sandwich began to complain that the Flemish were taking ‘their jobs’. In 1569 Sandwich
officials ruled that migrants could only work in trades other than weaving and fishing if no Englishman could be
found to do the work. Migrants would be fined if they disobeyed the ruling. Some migrants were so successful
that they set up different businesses — for example in tailoring or farming — but were fined for doing so.

{}

1582 There were over 1,500 Flemish weavers in Sandwich by 1582, almost half of the town’s population. They
appealed to Elizabeth I’s Council, saying the Sandwich officials were being unfair. The Council repeated the ruling
that the Flemish migrants were only to work in weaving and fishing while they were living in
Sandwich, but gave them permission to move and work elsewhere.

<z

Hundreds of Flemish migrants moved to live and work in other English towns and cities.

Walloon weavers in Canterbury

Canterbury, like Sandwich, was in decline.
In 1575 Elizabeth I’s Council gave the city
permission to invite Walloon migrants from
Europe and elsewhere in England to live
and work there.

/The Walloon weavers were very
successful as they produced high-
quality cloth. By 1600 over 3,000
Walloons were living and working in
Canterbury, almost one-third of its
population.

houses to the Walloons as well as

a disused monastery. The Walloons
converted the monastery buildings into
a church, a school, a weavers’ hall and
a market. It became the centre of the
Walloon community.

—Many became rich and built their
own houses and workshops. They
employed English people living there
and passed on their skills.

\Walloons developed new trades,
The Walloons had twelve ‘elders’ —— like silk dying and diamond

who set rules and kept order in the We cutting, that didn’t previously
community. They worked closely with avers at work. Some Walloons exist in the city. Trade in the area

had AL .

1; been worklnq in Sandwich. In improved greatly and Canterbury
75 they were invited by city prospered

officials to move to Canterbury. ‘

the local authorities.

State one difference and one similarity between the experiences of the Flemish migrants in Sandwich and
the Walloon migrants in Canterbury.
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